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The Faculty Center for Teaching 
Excellence (FCTE) has officially been 
established and is gaining momentum 
with each passing day. The FCTE has 
been created to celebrate and support 
teaching excellence at ISU. We are 
located in Cunningham Memorial 
Library next to the coffee shop on the 
first floor. The space is surrounded by 
students and faculty actively engaged in 
learning and is the perfect setting to 
“talk teaching” with colleagues. 

An FCTE Advisory Board has just formed 
to support creating a vision for the unit 
and launching programs that will meet 
the instructional needs of faculty at ISU. 
The board will be facilitating these 
responsibilities: 

 Assist in setting the goals for the 
Center. 

 Serve as support faculty in assessing 
needs and strengths on campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Serve as liaisons to colleges and 
units at ISU in matters relating to 
the Center. 

 Serve as advocates of teaching 
throughout the campus. 

The FCTE hosted a book study this 
semester focused on Ken Bain’s What 
the Best College Teachers Do. This was 
well attended by a dynamic and 
dedicated group of faculty. Be watching 
for a new book study that will begin next 
semester. As always, these are open to 
anyone instructing students at ISU.    

An exciting addition to the FCTE next 
semester will be a part time faculty 
fellow. More information on this position 
will be available soon. Members of the 
teaching community at ISU will be 
encouraged to consider applying for this 
unique opportunity to engage in the 
development of the FCTE. 

story continued on p. 2. 

 

Faculty Center for Teaching 
Excellence 
The Faculty Center for Teaching Excellence is 
now underway. Faculty are invited to 
become involved in support of instructional 
excellence on the ISU campus.  (Page 1) 
 

Student Spotlight  

Senior Languages and Linguistics major, 
Michael Ware is acknowledged for his 
participation at the Indiana Commission for 
Higher Education Summit: Guided Pathways 
to Student Success:  Perspectives from Indiana 

College Students & Advisors. (Page 2) 

 

Quotables from the Student 
Success Conference  

 Read memorable quotes from Ken Bain, 
featured presenter at the first annual 
Student Success Conference as well as 
“moment of insight” tweets from faculty and 
student attendees. (Page 2) 
 

An international student 
speaks about her ISU 
experience 
Ranking and prestige are common metrics 
that international students use in choosing a 
particular institution in the United States. 
Positive word of mouth, however, is also 
important.  This story illustrates the kind of 
experience many of our international 
students have that leads them to be ISU’s 
greatest international recruiters and 
ambassadors. (Page 4) 

Faculty Center for 
Teaching Excellence 
by Beth Whitaker, Interim Director, FCTE 
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The FCTE hopes to provide a vibrant 
environment that recognizes and 
celebrates the role of teaching in 
student success. Be watching for more 
events, learning opportunities, and 
communications from the FCTE in the 
coming weeks! You can reach me via e-
mail (beth.whitaker@indstate.edu) or 
by phone (237-2688).  

  

Quotable Moments 
from the Student 
Succes Conference  
Ken Bain:  There are three kinds of 
learners. Surface learners, strategic 
learners, and deep learners.  Schooling 
often conditions students to be one of 
the first two types.  Two things are 
essential to creating a critical learning 
environment where students can get to 
deep learning. These are: (1) creating a 
situation where a student experiences 
“expectations failure” or where his or her 
traditional mental model of 
understanding doesn’t work and (2) 
student has to actually care that his or 
her mental model does not work and has 
sufficient time to grapple with it.   

Michael Ware, a senior Languages and   
Linguistics major with a 3.49 GPA, was 
one of four students recently featured at 
the Indiana Commission for Higher 
Education Summit, Guided Pathways to 
Student Success:  Perspectives from 
Indiana College Students & Advisors.   
Mike Slocum, President of Indiana TRIO, 
contacted the Student Support Services 
Office asking for a senior college student 
who is registered with the office to serve 
on the panel. 

“I feel that I really offered honest 
responses during the panel discussion on 
college completion considering that I am 
a student with a disability (autism) and 
have had challenges during my 
academic career.   When asked if it may 
be beneficial to offer block scheduling 
for freshmen, I stated that it might be a 
good idea in theory, but when I studied 
in Costa Rica, we had classes from 8-12 
noon.  The brain only has about a 90 
minute attention span, so by 10am 
you’re saying ‘I don’t care—I want to go  

Carol Dweck’s work on conceptions of 
intelligence suggests that when a 
student can see that his or her 
intelligence is not fixed, but highly 
expandable, deep learning can begin to 
occur. 

Ken Bain: Simply put, the best teachers 
believe that learning involves both 
personal and intellectual development 
and that neither the ability to think nor 
the qualities of being a mature human 
are immutable. People can change, and 
those changes--not just the 
accumulation of information--represent 
true learning (from What the Best 
College Teachers Do). 

Faculty Tweet: In an ever changing 
world, we need to focus on the 
development of deep learners and 
adaptive experts. 

Home—I want to go eat.’” 

“SSS has been my rock and I attribute 
much of my success here at ISU to them.  
When I visit the Center for Student 
Success with problems or issues, I 
always leave feeling that the problem 
has been solved.” 

Mike continues to use the services at the 
Center for Student Success as well as 
offer his expertise in Spanish and writing 
to other SSS students with disabilities.  
Mike plans on teaching English as a 
second language. 

 

 

Staff Tweet: They [students] go to 
college, but they are not “in college". 
Our job is to get them IN through our 
leadership & our actions towards them. 

Student Tweet: Why does 'difficulty' 
exist? Because we typically do not 
understand how to meet others' needs, 
as well as our own. 

Faculty Tweet:  When one student fails, 
we all fail. We must take collective 
responsibility. 

Faculty/Staff Tweet: The secret is 
finding the right question that is bigger 
than the class itself. 

Faculty/Staff Tweet: Leadership should 
be "other-oriented". 

 

Student Spotlight 
 by Debbie Huckabee, 
 Educational Support Coordinator 
 
 

The Student Support Services 

Program at Indiana State University 

coordinates support services for ISU 

students with disabilities. 

 

mailto:beth.whitaker@indstate.edu
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Thank you to the nearly 200 faculty, 
staff, and student attendees and 
participants in the first ever 
Student Success Conference on 
October 23.  Your interest and 
engagement is deeply appreciated.  
The feedback was broadly positive 
with lots of ideas on how to make 
the conference even stronger next 
year.  A special thanks to Logan 
Valentine, President of SGA, and 
the involvement of student leaders 
on panels or as discussion 
facilitators at the Ken Bain 
workshop.    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

      

                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Contrary to the assumption that 
students only use Rate My Professor 
to offer disparaging remarks about 
faculty or to make inappropriate 
comments irrelevant to the teaching 
and learning enterprise, some 
students actually make powerfully 
positive comments, even more 
significant because they did not have 
to do so. Here are a few comments 
made about highly rated ISU 
professors (4.6 or higher on 1-5 scale) 
from different colleges and who each 
had more than 24 raters:     
 
*Such an amazing teacher and 
person! She always has a smile on her 
face. She really wants everyone to do 
well and is very helpful. She was more 
than happy to stay after class if you 
had any questions. 
 
*He really does care about students, 
and wants to see them succeed, but 
doesn't baby people. If you never 
show up, you will fail. If you do the 
work and show up, you'll do well, and 
more importantly, you'll learn the 
material. 
 
*Probably the best professor I've had 
at ISU, and I don’t say that lightly. 
Fair grading, clear presentations, 
answers email within hours, cares 
about students, gives extra help, just 
an all around great educator. 

A Photo Montage of the 2013 Student 
Success Conference 
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Ranking and prestige are common 
metrics that international students use 
in choosing a particular institution in the 
United States. Positive word of mouth, 
however, is also important. This story 
illustrates the kind of experience many 
of our international students have that 
leads them to be ISU’s greatest 
international recruiters and 
ambassadors. We in the Center for 
Global Engagement find joy in students 
such as Mopelola every day and she tells 
her story below. 
 
Many students have interesting stories 
about how they came into this 
prestigious institution. Some say it is 
because of its affordability, others say it 
is a school with a very good academic 
standing. I am one of the few exceptions 
who “accidentally” found myself here. It 
was not my original plan to attend ISU. I 
wanted to go to IU-Bloomington. I had 
heard that IU-B was a really good school 
and it had good educational standards.  I 
picked four universities to send my SAT 
scores, including IU-B as my first choice. 
Apparently they heard wrong and 

thought I said ISU. I did not even know 
where that was at the time nor take it 
seriously because the schools’ names 
sounded similar.  
 
When I got to ISU, I saw that it was a 
smaller campus than IU-B. Surprisingly, 
that made me like it. Nevertheless, I 
planned to transfer after a year. Halfway 
into the semester, my perception totally 
changed. All of my teachers were 
genuinely interested in my academic 
success and this is a quality I did not 
expect to find in a tertiary institution. I 
could go to meet them even when it was 
not their office hours and could ask any 
question pertaining to the subjects they 
were teaching. 
 
The International Student Organization 
was also a huge help to my 
acclimatizing. I felt like I was at home 
because the people at the Center for 
Global Engagement office truly cared 
about my well-being. Also, at the African 
Student Union, I got to hang out with 
fellow Africans with whom I cultivated 
great friendships. Every time I saw 
someone from CGE, they asked me how 
classes were going and how I was 
adjusting. It is not common to find such  
commitment to students, and I fell in 
love with the school even more.   
 
I finished my first semester with a 4.0 
GPA. It has been over a year since I 
started ISU, and transferring does not 
even cross my mind anymore. I love the 
positive and encouraging atmosphere 
that surrounds me. Although my coming 
here was an accident, I can confidently 
say it was a good accident. I am proud to 
be a tree. 

 

 
 
 
FAST FACT  

  

297 

Approximate number of international 
students attending ISU this semester.  
 

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Extensive facts and reports on ISU 
students are available on the Office of 
Student Success website.  

 
 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

At ISU, 80% of the total international 
student population is from the 
countries of Saudi Arabia, India, UAE, 
China, and Korea. 

Being an 

International 

Student Tree 
 

by Zachariah Mathew, Associate Director, 
    Center for Global Engagement 
 

    Mopelola Akinlaja, ISU Undergraduate 
     from Nigeria 
  

Office of Student Success 
Parsons Hall 203 

237-8378 
debra.jeffries@indstate.edu 

jopowers@indstate.edu 
www.indstate.edu/studentsucces

s 
 

Have an idea for a story or a student you think would 
be excellent for the Student Spotlight feature?  

Please contact Lakeisha Williams, Graduate 
Assistant, in the Office of Student Success 

(lwilliams43@sycamores.indstate.edu). 

mailto:lwilliams43@sycamores.indstate.edu

